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Irish singer and songwriter, Niall Horan, dropped three singles before releasing his first 
solo album Flicker on October 20, 2017. With the success of those singles, Horan 
pleased his listeners with the remaining songs on the album. His unique album consists 
of smooth, folk-like tunes that were inspired by classic rock bands, such as Fleetwood 
Mac and The Eagles.  
 
The title track, “Flicker,” engages the listener in a sorrowful story about a lover that will 
soon leave him. He remembers the memories they shared together, which sparks the 
hope he has for their relationship. The gentle tones mixed with simple lyrics create a 
calming effect for listeners.  
 
Horan’s second released single, “Slow Hands,” has been at the top of the charts, with 
its catchy beats and his effortless vocals. It is a song about a confident woman who is 
encouraging a man to come back home with her.  “Slow Hands” contains an underlying 
message about loving someone and them not loving him back. With a stripped-down 
guitar playing in the background and a steady tempo, Horan encompasses heartbroken 
emotions. This differs from his successful, more acoustic first single, “This Town,” which 
has a slower beat, and a melancholy vibe.  
 
“Fire Away” is a mellow, jazz-inspired song that reassures a girl that he will be there for 
her, forever and always. His former One Direction classics are called to mind when 
listening to this song. Horan’s distinct voice seems to flow perfectly with the acoustics 
as he sings, “Hold me close but at a distance/Thinking I don’t ever listen, but I do/I know 
sometimes it gets confusing/You might be lost but I ain’t losing you.”  
 
Flicker includes love songs that are relatable to many listeners. Horan tweeted, “This is 
the first time I’ve put my thoughts and emotions on paper and then onto record and it 
feels really good.”  Horan started his Flicker tour recently, and since then, fans cannot 
get enough of his music. In the future, fans hope to hear Horan release more 
memorable songs. In the meantime, fans will be waiting and fangirling over him.  
 
  

 
 
 
 

 



Flicker Tracklist 
1. On the Loose 

2. This Town 
3. Seeing Blind 
4. Slow Hands 

5. Too Much to Ask 
6. Paper Houses 

7. Since We’re Alone 
8. Flicker 

9. Fire Away  
10.You and Me 
11.On My Own 

12.Mirrors  
13.The Tide 

 
Recommended if you like: Ed Sheeran, James Bay, Shawn Mendes 
 
Album Highlight: Too Much to Ask 
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